Dear Roundtable and friends:
Of the things that really blesses me personally is witnessing how you model Christ’s love, gentleness and service. 

Thank you for your very special work with the refugees from Southeast Asia through CBRTN.  It has been a wonderful year, and your special ministry has given joy to many who might have otherwise become lost in their new land, without adequate hope and provision.

Each of you has your own unique God-given gift, of which you freely share with our refugee brethren.  It is rewarding and amazing to me to see what can be accomplished by a few steadfast followers of Christ 

Here are a few of the things that, through your individual efforts, we have accomplished as a team in 2008:

· For our Colorado Refugees:

·  We purchased a 65 passenger school bus for the Karen. We insured it, and provided professional driver training for a driver. This bus is used to transport families to and from church, and other locations. (Waterstone Community Church grant).
· We received a like-new pickup truck from Jan Drumler in Washington State.  This truck is now being used by Gideon to transport Karen to and from work. We thank you Jan.
· Opened and maintain a clothing warehouse in Broomfield (The Hsin’s residence: Gill Sargeant, Kim Hsin).
· Found a new and exciting residence for qualifying refugee families at the Colorado Homeless Families Foundation in Arvada. CHF provides beautiful and safe housing for families who have work or are in school.  They provide mandatory counseling and ESL courses and maintain a food and clothing bank for their tenants. (John Sittner, John Lewis & Josh Caldwell)

· Conducting Bible Studies at Karen housing sites.  (John Lewis, Rocky Martin)

· Providing ESL courses and materials.  (Sue Rairdon, Steve Shafer, Marilyn Perlman, Judy Osborne, John & Stephanie Sittner)

· Researched and established pro bono medical and dental opportunities for our refugees (Sue Rairdon)

· Established CBRTN as a church-sponsored mission with a regular budget (Heritage Evangelical Free Church, Castle Rock)

· Provided innumerable visits & driven untold miles & overcame uncountable bureaucratic encounters to tend their refugee families in so many ways: (many did this.  I have noted only those whom I witnessed in action. My sincere apologies to those of you whom I have surly missed:  Sue Rairdon, Steve Shafer, John Lewis, Rose Yang, Kay Alsum, Rocky Martin, Al & Brenda Bollwerk, Diane Barnes)
· Provided a Grant to help Karen continue their ethnic arts and crafts. This grant is to teach the younger generation Karen Arts. (Art4Moore, Susan Rairdon)

· Donated tons of food, clothes and other needed and useful items: (Crossroads Fellowship, Heritage Evangelical Free Church and many, many others).

· Developed our (emerging) Web site (pro bono).  (Paul Sargeant, Ubiquity Group, Gabs Porter, Clarence Cowan)
· Emergency funds for food.  The food stamps program had a “tough year”.  We took a number of opportunities to provide refugees with food, when their food stamps went missing. (Several thousand dollars from Heritage EFC, Crossroads Fellowship, and private donations).
· CBRTN Finances: Thanks, Bill.
· For our Thailand and Burma Brethren:

· Aid to the victims of Tropical Cyclone Nargis, $30,000+. (Crossroads Fellowship, Heritage EFC, Harvest Bible Church, many private donors).  Humanitarian assistance following Nargis was not permitted through normal channels.  Our funds went through trusted “back door” routes directly to the victims.
· Thailand mission #1.  (Jim & Sue Rairdon, Steve Shafer, Gabs Porter, Ek Lho).  Visits to two refugee camps and several missions brought new insight into the problem and brought encouragement and financial support to the area)
· Annual Fundraising Campaign.  Received $14,000 to distribute to IDPs and evangelical missions in Burma, and Thailand respectively. (Heritage EFC, Harvest Bible Church, Private donations)

· Thailand mission #2).  Part I.  Evangelization: Medical team went to Thai-Karen villages with a Karen pastor and his wife.  Treated over 500 villagers, & baptized 34 converts.  Part 2.  Refugee camps:  Mae La & Tham Hin.  Interviewed refugees for articles to be published.  Several relatives of Denver refugees heard about their family over here (and vice versa). Part 3.  Paul Sargeant coordinated Karen needs with Thai Burma Border Consortium & other agencies. (Paul Sargeant, Diane Barnes, Lindsay O’Connor, Jack Johnson).
· Special IDP gift of $500 given to Pastor Robert Htwe to obtain incentives for his school teachers in Burma. These 30 teachers are in an area surrounded by the Burma Army (2 hour walk).  They teach year around for $35/year.  It was a gift to us to give to them. (CBRTN Board).
· Thai-Karen Evangelical Team Support.  Pastor Panya Mee Chai and his wife, Ratraphi ride their motor scooter tandem through the rainy, muddy jungle mountains to spread the Gospel to 20 villages in a wide circle surrounding Mae Sariang.  Their entire annual funding (a meager $3,000) comes through CBRTN by way of Heritage EFC, and private donations.  They are gifted in their work, and responsible for many conversions from Buddhism-Animism to Christianity.
· Emmanuel House Boys Home:  Australian missionary, Fay Wakling is providing a Christian home for about 15 troubled Karen boys, aged 13 – 20.  Boys who would ordinarily be lost because of their parent’s involvement in prostitution, drugs, and so on, graduate to become successful Christian leaders in Thailand.  ($1,000).

· IDP Educational Support.  The Karens provide medical support for their people.  New medics are constantly being trained to go deep into the jungle to treat illness and the wounds of war.  CBRTN has drafted an algebra course designed to teach their trainees how to administer IV and IM dosages of medication.  It is planned that this segment will be incorporated into the larger set of materials, to be presented at the Ei Htu Tah clinic in Burma.
May your year be filled with joy, prosperity and the peace of Christ.  May your provisions be ample, and may all that may concern you fade into the loving cup of Our Father’s hands. May He guide your actions.

Blessings, Jack Johnson
